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of AMWA."
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  MD, AMWA Past President Roberta Gebhardt, MD, other AMWA colleagues, and UN missions and
agencies to organize what turned out to be a stellar event at United Nations headquarters in New York
City in July, 2019. 

Being honored as the first Indian born American recipient of the Elizabeth Blackwell Medal and
receiving the inaugural Chang Gung Memorial Award are the accomplishments I cherish the most among
the accolades I have received, as they not only recognize my work as a health care professional, but also
my accomplishments as an advocate for women’s health and human rights.

One of the most important takeaways for me as a member of AMWA are the friendships I have made and
the opportunity to contribute as a professional in my discipline. I especially appreciate the privilege and
good fortune I have had to be mentored by one of the most distinguished, long standing AMWA
members, Dr. Satty Gill Keswani, who has supported and guided me in many ways.

To my women physician colleagues -- whether you are med students, residents in training, or mid-career -
- AMWA membership is one of the best investments you can make to help you grow as a person and a
physician. If I could only choose one professional organization to join, there is no question that I would
choose AMWA. AMWA cherishes, mentors and nurtures you. AMWA members are a strong and vibrant
community -- do join us!"

"Becoming a lifetime member of AMWA was the right move
for me after being a member for many years, renewing my
membership annually. 

AMWA provides a meaningful platform for friendship,
camaraderie, professional development and is valuable in
proving confidence for women physicians to carve a niche for
themselves professionally in their respective specialties. 

As AMWA Global Health Lead and one of AMWA’s non-
governmental liaisons to the United Nations, I have had the
opportunity to be at the forefront with other AMWA and
NGO colleagues in implementing projects which have made 
 a difference locally and globally. One of my favorite projects
was working with AMWA Executive Director Eliza Chin

Padmini Murthy, MD, MPH , MS,
FRSPH, FAMWA
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"Early in my career I wanted professional and social contacts
with women who could relate to my experiences and goals in
life. In the late 1970s, barely 10% of ophthalmology residents
and none of the residency faculty were women. I wanted my
network to be larger and broader than just my own small
specialty. AMWA provided the perfect forum to find other
women physicians walking the same path toward professional
fulfillment. Far and away the most satisfying accomplishment
of my over 40 years in clinical practice was earning the trust of
parents. That parents would allow me to care for their unique
and precious child either medically or surgically was the
greatest honor any physician can achieve".

Rebecca J Adams, MD
AMWA Lifetime Member

“AMWA is all about learning from those women who have
gone before you and helping those who follow you. In all
steps of my journey as a medical student, intern, resident,
fellow and attending physician, AMWA mentors guided me
and encouraged me to a successful career. Likewise, I have
mentored those who are following in my footsteps every step
if the way. AMWA is all about women in medicine being
there for each other.”

“AMWA has provided community, strength and
collective wisdom to physicians who are women for
over a century. Sex and gender specific challenges
continue to face physicians who are women. AMWA
has provided me with tools and resources to help
navigate these challenges, and has given me a boost
of strength when mine has faltered. The history and
continued activity of AMWA inspire me. I am
grateful to be a Lifetime Member.”

Kari Johanna Nelson, MD, FSIR, FAMWA
AMWA Lifetime Member

"I have been an AMWA member since I was a medical
student. It’s mission to advance women in medicine, advocate
for equity, and ensure excellence in health care with a vision
of a healthier world where women physicians achieve equity
in the medical profession and realize their full potential really
resonates with me and sustains me as a member. I have
enjoyed the opportunities to get involved with AMWA’s
work. AMWA makes it very easy for people to get involved –
I love the grass roots nature of the organization. AMWA also
recognizes the potential that exists by addressing oppression;
in doing so the work will not only positively impact women in
medicine but also those from other historically marginalized
and excluded groups. What unites us is stronger than what
separates us; we are better together. AMWA represents
potential. We have a long way to go to realize that vision and
that potential, and I am grateful to be an AMWA member
working with an organization that won’t stop until that vision
is achieved."

Susan Thompson Hingle, MD
Prof. of Medicine, Assoc. Dean for 

 Human and Organizational Potential, 
SIU School of Medicine 

AMWA Board of Directors, 
Annual Meeting Chair Emeritus 

& Social Media Ambassador

“AMWA is a family in every sense of the word. I joined a group
of visionary, talented, courageous women leaders who
welcomed me with open arms, provided invaluable guidance
and mentorship, and made me feel valued. I grew and expanded
my horizons professionally, knowing I had the support of my
AMWA family. I am especially proud of AMWA's commitment
to upholding the tenets of equity, diversity, and inclusion
through meaningful dialogue and active engagement. What an
honor it is to be a part of AMWA's mission to advance women
in medicine, advocate for equity, and ensure excellence in health
care. Thank you, AMWA!”

Vidhya Prakash, MD
Chief Medical Officer, 

Southern Illinois University Medicine
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