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The American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) installed Suzanne Leonard Harrison, MD as President and Connie 
Baum Newman, MD as President-Elect at its meeting gala on April 1, 2017.  
 
Suzanne Leonard Harrison, MD, FAAFP, FAMWA 
 
Suzanne Harrison, MD, is Professor of Family Medicine & Rural Health at the Florida State University (FSU) College of 
Medicine in Tallahassee, Florida. She has been the Education Director for Family Medicine for many years, and is actively 
involved in teaching medical students in all four year of medical school as well as family medicine residents. Dr. Harrison 
is dedicated to the education and well-being of the students she teaches and mentors, both at her home institution and 
through AMWA. She is committed to fostering patient-centeredness in students and residents, and cultivating a sense of 
responsibility for community needs and underserved populations. Dr. Harrison was selected as FSU College of Medicine 
Faculty Member of the Year by the in 2008, and was honored with the Hippocratic Award at FSU College of Medicine in 
2010. As an acknowledgement of her commitment to effective mentorship, she was recognized as AMWA’s Exceptional 
Mentor in 2015.  
 
Born in Seattle, Washington, Dr. Harrison lived most of her life in the Pacific Northwest. She received a Bachelor of 
Science in Zoology from the University of Idaho, and then completed her MD at the University of Washington through 
the WWAMI program. Following medical school graduation, Dr. Harrison completed a residency in Family Medicine at 
Valley Medical Center, part of the University of Washington Family Medicine Residency Network, and served as Chief 
Resident in her final year of residency training. She completed a faculty development fellowship at University of 
California, San Diego in 2006. Dr. Harrison practiced the full spectrum of Family Medicine, including obstetrics, in rural 
Walla Walla, Washington for a decade. Drawn to teaching and service, she sought a full-time faculty position in 2003, 
teaching first at the Tallahassee Memorial Family Medicine Residency Program and then at FSU College of Medicine.  
 
Dr. Harrison has demonstrated a career-long dedication to the care of victims of violence, and has advocated for their 
needs on an individual as well as at a systemic level. Early in her career, she served on the Child Sexual Assault team and 
as a volunteer physician for victims of domestic violence. When she moved to Tallahassee in 2003, Dr. Harrison started a 
free clinic at Refuge House, a shelter for victims of domestic and sexual violence. In this capacity, she provided free 
medical care to victims of domestic and sexual violence, victims of human trafficking, and children residing at the 
shelter. In 2013, she was named the inaugural “Volunteer of the Year” for Refuge House. Dr. Harrison has become a 
champion for teaching about these topics to medical students, residents and physicians. She has served on several local 
and national committees that advocate for effective education and outreach to victims of abuse and violence – these 
include serving as Society of Teachers of Family Medicine co-chair for the Group on Violence Education and Prevention, 
co-chair for AMWA’s anti-trafficking committee, Physicians Against the Trafficking of Humans (PATH), physician 
representative to the Leon County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team, a member of the Statewide Medical 
Advocacy Team for the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Dr. Harrison has published on related topics, most 
notably co-author of Intimate Partner Violence, published in American Family Physician and AMWA’s Position Paper on 
the Sex Trafficking of Women and Girls in the United States.  
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Dr. Harrison is dedicated to care of the underserved, frequently seeking additional opportunities to increase access to 
care and to advocate for those in most need. In 2006, her Faculty Development Fellowship at UCSD focused on 
“Addressing the Healthcare Needs of the Underserved.” She has served on the Access to Care committee for Capital 
Medical Society for 14 years. Beginning in medical school, Dr. Harrison has provided care for patients through free clinics 
all of her career, and she continues this with annual trips to rural Nicaragua to provide ongoing care to a community FSU 
“adopted” in 2011. Through these experiences, she is able to share with students and residents the importance of 
providing equal access and compassionate care to those in greatest need. She has been recognized for her humanitarian 
efforts with the FSU College of Medicine “Guardian of the Mission” award in 2009 and was inducted into the Gold 
Humanism Honor Society in 2015.  
 
Dr. Harrison has been an inspirational AMWA leader, both at the local and national level. She has served as the Faculty 
Advisor for the FSU College of Medicine student branch since 2006, and in that capacity the group has been named both 
the college-wide and university-wide organization of the year. She is dedicated to the advancement of women in 
medicine, and has encouraged several students and residents to serve at the national level. Dr. Harrison served two 
terms on the AMWA Board of Directors prior to being elected to the executive committee. She co-chaired several 
committees, including PATH and the Mentoring Task Force, and has served on Membership, Governance and the Gender 
Equity Task Force. Dr. Harrison was recognized for her dedication to the organization in 2014 with the Commitment to 
Excellence Award, and was named a Fellow to the American Medical Women’s Association in 2015. Her commitment to 
the mission and vision of AMWA, and the importance of mentoring, keep her involved and dedicated at multiple levels.  
 
On a more personal note, Dr. Suzanne Harrison is a loving mother of four adult children, grandmother of three adorable 
grandchildren, devoted wife, mother, sister and aunt. She draws her strength from the well-being of those she cares for, 
both at home and at work. She looks forward to bringing this energy and enthusiasm to AMWA!  
 
 
Connie Baum Newman, MD, FACP, FAHA, FAMWA  
 
Connie B. Newman, MD, President-elect of AMWA, is an endocrinologist and physician-scientist and Adjunct Professor of 
Medicine at New York University (NYU) School of Medicine and Academic Visitor at the University of Oxford, UK.  Dr. 
Newman is a nationally respected leader in the field of hypercholesterolemia and other lipid disorders, and a committed 
advocate for women’s rights and access to reproductive healthcare.   She is the Chair of an Endocrine Society clinical 
practice guideline on the management of high cholesterol, and Chair of the writing group for the American Heart 
Association’s Scientific Statement on the safety of statins.  She is also Chair of the Endocrine Society’s Special Programs 
Committee, and a Consultant to the Endocrine and Metabolic Drugs Advisory Committee of the FDA. 
  
Born and raised in Passaic, N.J., Dr. Newman decided to pursue a medical career at a time when few women were 
physicians.  She graduated from Wellesley College in 1974, as a Durant Scholar, Trustee Scholar, and member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, and from Weill Cornell Medical College in 1978.   After completing internal medicine training at Beth Israel 
Hospital, New York, NY and a Fellowship in endocrinology and metabolism at Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, she joined the full time faculty of NYU School of Medicine in 1984. Her research focuses on the safety of 
statins, which are taken by 25 million people in the U.S.    She has published and lectured on statin safety and/or statin 
intolerance for many years.  She is a member of the Cholesterol Treatment Trialists’ Collaboration and co-authored the 
paper evaluating cancer in 27 trials, with 175,000 patients.  She also was a member of the Steering Committee of CARDS, 
a landmark clinical trial that demonstrated that stains reduce heart attack and stroke in adults with type 2 diabetes.   
 
Dr. Newman serves on the Leadership Council and Global Advisory Board of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, 
and was elected to the National Medical Committee in 2012.    On the local level, she is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors of Planned Parenthood of Northern, Central and Southern New Jersey.   
 
Dedicated to helping other women pursue a medical career, Dr. Newman mentors pre-medical and medical students, 
and young physicians through the American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA), Wellesley College, NYU, and Weill 
Cornell Medicine. In 2011, she founded the Wellesley Women in Medicine Group, a network of 900 women, including 



pre-medical and medical students, and physicians of all ages, that participate in online conversations on topics such as 
medical training, career paths, work-life balance, and gender discrimination. 
 
Within AMWA, Dr. Newman is a member of the Board of Directors, and co-chairs several committees including the 
Preventive Medicine Task Force, the American Women’s Hospital Service (AWHS), and the Fellowship Committee.  She is 
an advocate for access to healthcare, reproductive rights, gender equity,  research that includes female subjects, and 
ending violence against women and discrimination whether it is based on race, religion, gender, sexual identification, 
socioeconomic status, body habitus, or any other characteristic.  As President-elect of AMWA, Dr. Newman looks 
forward to leading AMWA and its work and advocacy efforts in these challenging areas.    
 
 
In addition, AMWA’s new board members include:  Nicole Sandhu, MD, Monica Broome, MD and Elizabeth Garner, 
MD.   
 
About AMWA 
The American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) is an organization that functions at the local, national, and 
international level to advance women in medicine and improve women’s health. We achieve this by providing and 
developing leadership, advocacy, education, expertise and mentoring and through building strategic alliances. Founded 
in 1915, AMWA is the oldest multi-specialty organization of women physicians.  As the vision and voice of women in 
medicine for over a century, AMWA empowers women to lead in improving health for all, within a model that reflects 
the unique perspective of women.  
 
 


