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Explained: Abortion Research & Policy

Abortion is common; one in three women in 
the U.S. will have an abortion in her lifetime. 
A woman’s control of her reproductive life 
increasingly depends on the policies of her 
home state. Discussions and descriptions of 
abortion, abortion safety, and regulations 
are prevalent in scripted television, cable 
news, radio talk shows, news outlets, and 
social media. However, most people outside 
the field of sexual and reproductive health 
do not understand the impact these regula-
tions and polices have on women and health 
care providers.

From 2010 to 2015, states enacted nearly as 
many new abortion restrictions as they had 
enacted in the previous 15 years; and with 
the election of a new president, additional 
restrictions at the Federal level are increas-
ingly likely. Many of these laws are based 
upon claims that ignore or have been 
disproven by rigorous research.

“Explained: Abortion Research and Policy” 
is a video series that illuminates the 
evidence-based effects of restrictive laws, 
regulations, and policies on women’s lives.  
Each video in this series focuses on a specific 
area of abortion policy research and is pre-
sented by an expert who conducts research 
on that topic from Advancing New Stan-
dards in Reproductive Health at UCSF. 

Videos available January 2017

Explained: Abortion Safety in The United States - Dan Grossman, MD
Explained: TRAP Laws - Dan Grossman, MD
Explained: Waiting Periods. Do women need more time to decide? - Sarah Roberts, PhD
Explained: Abortion in Film and Television - Gretchen Sisson, PhD
Explained: The Effect of Faith-Based Hospitals on Women’s Healthcare - Lori Freedman, PhD
Explained: The Turnaway Study - Diana Greene Foster, PhD

   To access the videos and infographics, visit: InnovatingEducation.org/explained  

January 31 , 2017

Requiring hospital 
admitting 

privileges within a 
30 mile radius.

Remodeling the
clinic space into 
an ambulatory 
surgery center.

Or, requiring
medication to be 
taken in the clinic 

instead of at home.

In total 44 states have passed TRAP laws with provisions 

Dental Procedures:
0 − 1.7 deaths*

Plastic Surgery:
0.8 − 1.7 deaths*

*per 100,000 procedures

EXPLAINED: KEY FACTS

THE “72 HOUR”
WAITING PERIOD

the average wait time between the
 first visit and having an abortion

= 8 DAYS

In the U.S., abortion 
is safer than other 

outpatient procedures.

Underrepresenting Black and Latina 
characters considering abortion on TV can 

contribute to stigma in communities of color. 

Abortions are prohibited in Catholic hospitals, even for the treatment of miscarriage.

of reproductive age will experience a miscarriage.

1 in 4 women
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60%
of women receiving abortions

are already mothers.

Children’s wellbeing is affected
over the next 5 years.

Greater Chance
of Living

in Poverty

Lower
Developmental
Assessments

We find that children
whose mothers were 

turned away do worse.
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